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PBIS kickoff challenges students to 
embrace positive behaviors 
 Laughter and youthful exuberance illuminated the Washington 
Montessori gymnasium Friday afternoon September 29 where stu-
dents were creatively encouraged to follow the “steps to success” 
of the school’s mascot, the Panda, and dare to C.L.I.M.B. high. 
 The pep-rally style event officially introduced students to PBIS - 
Positive Behavior Interventions Supports. PBIS is a federally-funded 
proactive, school-wide discipline program aimed at assisting local 
school districts help students establish behaviors necessary for 
social, emotional and academic success. 
 As students left the gym, many were talking about the rally; 
they were like Pandas ready to  climb high to meet PBIS expecta-
tions.  C.L.I.M.B. is an acronym for: 

• Choose safety, 

• Lead by example, 

• Inspire respect, 

• Make positive choices 

• Be responsible 

 
 Fifth graders Zarina Knox, left, and Hezekiah Hanks articu-
lated the PBIS expectations. 
 “It helps the school be better so we can earn Panda Paws 
and ice cream socials; it means helping our school,” Serina said, 
adding that positive behavior works “by staying on level zero.” 

 Hezekiah put it this way: “The school should start listening and following directions, 
have positive behavior…be respectful in class and listen to your teacher.” 
 Principal Lisa Small believes that the PBIS and C.L.I.M.B principles, when applied, will 
help students become productive citizens beyond the walls of Washington Montessori.
 “My hope is that all students will embrace and model the core values of our C.L.I.M.B. 
matrix and make good choices in school, in their communities and in the global society.” 
 
(story continued on next page) 

Students write C.L.I.M.B. expectations on gallery walk 



(PBIS kickoff continued) 

 Engagement was the action description of the afternoon. Students 
bounced from station to station where classroom teachers, teacher assis-
tants and Counselor Pearl Jackson and PBIS Specialist Ricardo Berry vividly 
shared how those Panda steps to success work in the hallways, stairwell, 
cafeteria, restroom, arrival/dismissal and in common areas such as the 
office, gym, library and computer lab.  
 Assistant Principal Deborah Rogers was the head cheer leader, di-
recting student traffic from station to station. Family and Community Spe-
cialist Suzanne Murphy served up delightful popcorn from her popcorn 
machine. 
 Students also learned how to earn the high valued currency, “Panda 
Paws.”  Teachers reinforced positive behavior by role playing situations 
students understood. There was a C.L.I.M.B. gallery walk with chart paper 
for various areas of the school with PBIS expectations. 

Teacher Assistant 
April Hopson (above) 
shares insights with 
students; Family and 
Community Specialist 
Suzanne Murphy 
(right) at the popcorn 
machine. 

PBIS Specialist Ricardo Berry leads trivia station 

School Counselor Pearl Jackson, left, talks lunchroom CAFÉ etiquette with 
students. 1st grade teacher Anissa Blaylock, right, talks at her station.. 
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